
Roots List #1 
 
 
 

ROOT DEFINITION EXAMPLES ORIGIN 

ante before antedate, antecedent, antebellum, anterior Latin 

anti against antiaircraft, antibody, anticlimax, antitoxin Greek 

bi two bilateral, bicycle, binary, bimonthly, biped Latin 

circum around circumnavigate, circumspect, circumvent Latin 

com together combination, comfort, common, complete Latin 

con together contract, confederate, conjunction, contact Latin 

de down deposit, descent, denounce, demolish Latin 

dis away distract, distort, dispute, disperse, dismiss Latin 

equi equal equitable, equilateral, equinox, equation Latin 

extra beyond extraterrestrial, extraordinary, extrovert Latin 

inter between international, interdepartmental, interject Latin 

intra within intracellular, intravenous, intrastate Latin 

intro into introduce, introspective, introvert Latin 

mal bad malevolent, malcontent, malicious, malady Latin 

mis bad misfit, mistake, misfortune, misfire, misdeed Germanic 

non not nonstop, nonprofit, nonconformity Latin 

post after postgraduate, posthumous, postscript Latin 

pre before prelude, preposition, premonition, predict Latin 

semi half semicircle, semiweekly, semiannual Latin 

sub under subterranean, submarine, subordinate Latin 

super over supervise, superb, superior, supercilious Latin 

syn together synthetic, synchronize, synonym, syntax Greek 

sym together symbiosis, symbol, symphony, symposium Greek 

tri three tricycle, triangle, triad, triceratops, trivia Greek 

un not unfit, unequal, undone, unearned Old English 

 
Using the context clues from the sentence and your understanding of the root, define the underlined words in the following sentences.  
 
1. The Civil War antedates the Korean War by decades.  Definition: _________________________________ 
2. The antiaircraft fire shot down the enemy planes.   Definition: _________________________________ 
3. The two nations have a bilateral agreement.  Definition: _________________________________ 
4. The circumspect spy is difficult to catch.   Definition: _________________________________ 
5. The two together are an interesting combination.   Definition: _________________________________ 
6. He was confined to the asteroid's detention center.  Definition: _________________________________ 
7. The lunar lander descended through the atmosphere.   Definition: _________________________________ 
8. His attention was easily distracted.  Definition: _________________________________ 
9. She made an equilateral triangle with three straws.  Definition: _________________________________ 
10. It was an extraordinary achievement.  Definition: _________________________________ 
11. They were lost in interstellar space.  Definition: _________________________________ 
12. He received an intravenous solution through a tube in his arm.  Definition: _________________________ 
13. The boy was a lonely introvert who kept to himself.  Definition: _________________________________ 
14. He looked fearfully at the glowing, malevolent demon.  Definition: _________________________________ 
15. He had the misfortune to forget his wallet.  Definition: _________________________________ 
16. The foundation is a nonprofit organization.  Definition: _________________________________ 
17. She added a postscript at the bottom of the letter.  Definition: _________________________________ 
18. Before Romeo left, Juliet had a frightening premonition.  Definition: ________________________________ 
19. The circle was divided into two equal semicircles.  Definition: _________________________________ 
20. The lieutenant gave a sharp order to her subordinate.  Definition: _________________________________ 
21. The talkative fool made several superfluous comments.  Definition: _________________________________ 
22. Please synchronize your watches at this time.  Definition: _________________________________ 
23. The symbiotic species could not survive without each other. Definition: ____________________________ 
24. Rome was sometimes ruled by a triumvirate.  Definition: ____________________ 
25. Unearned income must be reported to the Internal Revenue Service. Definition: _____________________ 

 
 

Learning Target: I can use roots as clues to the meaning of a word & I 

can use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or 

text; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning 

of a word or phrase.  



 
Roots List #2 
 
 
 

ROOT DEFINITION EXAMPLES ORIGIN 

archy government monarchy, anarchy, matriarchal, patriarch Greek 

ard always drunkard, coward, braggart Germanic 

cide kill herbicide, homicide, suicide, fratricide Latin 

ician specialist musician, beautician, physician Latin 

itis inflammation appendicitis, tonsillitis, bursitis Greek 

aqua water aquarium, aquatic, aquaplane, aqueduct Latin 

audi hear audience, audition, auditory, audiology Latin 

bell war belligerent, rebel, rebellion Latin 

cap take capture, captive, captor, captivate Latin 

cise cut excise, incisors, incision, incisive, precise,  Latin 

bio life biography, biology, biochemistry Greek 

auto self autobiography, automobile, automatic Greek 

port carry transport, import, porter, deport, portly, comport Latin 

scrib write scribble, inscribe, scribe, describe Latin 

logy science biology, geology, mythology Greek 

dict say dictionary, predict, malediction, dictation, contradict Latin 

cred believe incredible, incredulous, discredited,  Latin 

cent one hundred century, bicentennial, centimeter, centurion Latin 

neo new neologism, neophyte, neoclassic, neonatal Greek 

ad to adhesive, adapt, addendum, addition, advocate Latin 

cede go precede, antecedent, proceed, succeed Latin 

miss send dismiss, missile, admission, missionary, emission Latin 

centri center centrifugal, centrist, decentralize, eccentric Latin 

biblio book bibliography, bible, bibliomania, bibliophobia Greek 

anthropo man anthropology, anthropomorphic, misanthrope Greek 

 
Using the context clues from the sentence and your understanding of the root, define the underlined words in the following sentences. 
1. England is, or once was, ruled by a monarchy.   Definition: ________________________________ 
2. The dullard was always boring everyone to tears. Definition: ________________________________ 
3. In killing his father, Oedipus was guilty of patricide. Definition: ________________________________ 
4. Mustafa is an electronic technician.   Definition: ________________________________ 
5. The dermatitis on his skin was painful and unpleasant.  Definition: ________________________________ 
6. Balthazar, the scuba diver, collects aquatic species. Definition: ________________________________ 
7. The deaf moose had an injured auditory nerve. Definition: ________________________________ 
8. Belligerent nations gain nothing from their aggressive behavior. Definition: _________________________ 
9. The hostile island tribe took captives. Definition: ________________________________ 
10. The design was incised into the oaken door with a knife. Definition: ________________________________ 
11. Biomorphic abstract sculpture resembles living shapes. Definition: ________________________________ 
12. The general wrote a tedious autobiography about his exploits. Definition: ___________________________ 
13. The porter will carry your bags to the train.  Definition: ________________________________ 
14. Please inscribe my yearbook. Definition: ________________________________ 
15. Since he loved insects, he studied entomology. Definition: ________________________________ 
16. The grand jury returned a robbery indictment against him. Definition: _____________________________ 
17. A credulous person will believe anything. Definition: ________________________________ 
18. Fortunately, the centipede wears no shoes. Definition: ________________________________ 
19. Homer was a neophyte in the business world, but he learned quickly. Definition: ___________________ 
20. The adhesive allowed the poster to stick to the wall. Definition: ________________________________ 
21. At last the flood waters began to recede from the land. Definition: ________________________________ 
22. The unfortunate missionary was sent to the cannibal tribe. Definition: _____________________________ 
23. The ripples on the pond spread out in concentric circles. Definition: ________________________________ 
24. The quick-reading Hortense was a lifelong bibliophile. Definition: ________________________________ 
25. The unsympathetic grouch was sometimes called a misanthrope. Definition: _______________________ 

 

Learning Target: I can use roots as clues to the meaning of a word 

& I can use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, 

paragraph, or text; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a 
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.  
 



 
Roots List # 3 

 
 

STEM DEFINITION Examples 

homo same homogenize, homonym, homophone, homologous, homozygous 

spec look spectacles, specter, specious, spectrum, respect, inspect 

duct lead conduct, ductile, induct, product, reduction, deduction, reproduction 

fer carry transfer, infer, refer, defer, conifer, Lucifer, aquifer, auriferous 

pend hang pending, pendulum, pendant, impending, depend, suspend 

micro small micron, microscope, microwave, microphone, microcosm, microbiotic 

hydro water hydroplane, hydroponics, dehydrate, hydrant, hydrogen, hydrophobia 

photo light photograph, photometer, photon, photogenic, photosynthesis 

pan all panorama, panoply, pandemic, pantheism, pantheon, Pan-American 

penta five pentagram, pentagon, pentameter, pentathlon, pentarchy, pentahedron 

tele far telescope, telephone, telekinesis, telepathy, teleology, telesthesia, telex 

vid look video, invidious, Montevideo, evidence, provide, videogenic, vide 

omni all omnifarious, omnipotent, omnivorous, omniscient, omnibus 

ex out exit, except, excise, exculpate, elucidate, exorbitant, eccentric 

poly many polyphony, polygyny, polygamy, allopolyploidy, polyvalent, polygon 

re again return, review, retouch, reiterate, retail, revive, regenerate, regurgitate 

hypo under hypodermic, hypocrite, hypotenuse, hypothermia, hypothesis 

pseudo false pseudonym, pseudopod, pseudomorphic, pseudoscience 

neuro nerve neuron, neurosurgeon, neurosis, neurology, neuralgia, neurotomy 
 

tomy cut tonsillectomy, appendectomy, neurotomy, dichotomy, anatomy 

hema blood hematic, hematite, hematology, hematoma, hemal, hemophiliac 

proto first protoplasm, prototype, Protozoa, proton, protohuman, protomorphic 

phon sound symphony, telephone, phonetic, phonograph, euphony, cacophony 

mono one monotonous, monomania, monogamous, monolithic, monotone 

viv life vivid, vivisection, vivacious, convivial, bon vivant, viva, viviparous, revive 

 
Using the context clues from the sentence and your understanding of the root, define the underlined words in the following sentences.  

 
1. The English language contains many homophones like two and too. Definition: _________________________________________ 
2. It was a specious argument, but it sounded convincing. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
3. The youth was inducted into the army. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
4. The transfer was made in the darkness of a moonless night. 
5. The patent is still pending on that product. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
6. The two bacteria were only a micron apart. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
7. The fire hydrant stood in front of the school. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
8. An overexposure to the sun’s photons gave her a sunburn. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
9. The god Apollo was a member of the Greek pantheon. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
10. He wore a pentagram on his sleeve, not a pentagon. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
11. The strange boy could move distant objects by telekinesis. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
12. The kids played video games for hours. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
13. The all-consuming muncher had an omnivorous appetite. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
14. The surgeon was able to excise the tissue with a scalpel. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
15. Johann Sebastian Bach composed polyphonic music. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
16. His new novel was carefully reviewed by the literary critic. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
17. The crash victims suffered hypothermia on the frozen tundra. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
18. The amoeba used its pseudopods to move across the surface. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
19. The brain is said to contain over 100 billion neurons. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
20. The clown received an emergency appendectomy in the medical tent. Definition: ___________________________________________ 
21. Iron ore is called hematite because of its deep red color. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
22. Single-celled animals are known as the Protozoa. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
23. Musicians play together in a symphony. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
24. The German prince peered through his gold-rimmed monocular. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
25. Laws against vivisection prevent cruelty to animals. Definition: ________________________________________________ 

 

Learning Target: I can use roots as clues to the meaning of a 

word & can use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, 

paragraph, or text; a word's position or function in a sentence) as 

a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.  



 
 

Roots List # 4 

 
 

ROOT DEFINITION EXAMPLES 

morph shape amorphous, morphology, mesomorph, protomorphic 

vest clothes vestry, vestment, vestibule, vest, divest  

bene good benefit, benevolent, beneficial, benediction, benign 

pond weight ponderous, ponder, preponderant, pound, imponderable, compound 

corp body corpulent, corporation, corporeal, corporal, corpse 

dorm sleep dormitory, dormant, dormer, dormancy 

pater father paternal, patronize, paternity, patriarch, patriot  

nov new novel, nova, novice, novitiate, innovation, renovate 

punct point punctuate, punctilious, puncture, acupuncture 

ject throw eject, reject, conjecture, dejected, inject, subject, projection, interject 

tion act or state completion, reaction, devastation, production, 

loco place locomotive, location, local, relocate, dislocate 

dox opinion orthodox, heterodox, doxology, indoctrinate, paradox 

amphi both amphibious, amphitheater, amphibian 

magn great Magna Carta, magnanimous, magnate, magnificent, magnum opus 

eu good Eucharist, euphony, eulogy, euphemism, Europe 

endo within endoplasm, endocrine, endoskeleton, endothermic 

phobia fear claustrophobia, acrophobia, xenophobia, hydrophobia, agoraphobic 

ortho straight orthopedics, orthodontist, orthodox, orthography 

put think reputation, putative, impute, dispute, computer 

ver true verify, veracity, veritable, verdict, verisimilitude, aver 

matri mother matricide, matron, matriarch, matrimony 

mega large megalith, megaphone, megalomania, megahertz, megaton 

pop people popular, populist, populate, population, popularize, populous 

sangui blood sanguinary, sanguine, consanguinity, sangfroid, sangria 

 
Using the context clues from the sentence and your understanding of the root, define the underlined words in the following sentences.  

 
1. The magic crystal dissolved into a lumpy, amorphous mass. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
2. The silk vestments were hanging on pegs. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
3. He never knew the name of his generous benefactor. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
4. The ponderous burden was nearly impossible to lift. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
5. His corpulent body was a result of his love of sweets. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
6. The evil creature lay harmlessly dormant for centuries. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
7. There was an annual birthday party for the family patriarch. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
8. The recently invented laser toothbrush is a novel idea. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
9. Her punctilious attention to small details was impressive. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
10. He felt miserably dejected when the expedition left without him. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
11. The devastation intensified our need for creation. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
12. Self-motivated people have an internal locus of control. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
13. The many-cultured United States is a heterodox nation. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
14. The Martian amphibians emerging from the water had gray, impermeable skin. Definition: ______________________________________ 
15. His magnanimous victory speech was inspiring in its generosity. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
16. The euphony of Mozart’s beautiful music carried us away. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
17. Human beings have endoskeletons, not exoskeletons like insects or crabs. Definition: ________________________________________ 
18. The trembling dog on the twenty-third floor has acrophobia. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
19. The orthodontist straightened Count Dracula’s fangs. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
20. The computer hammed once and exploded. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
21. We questioned the veracity of the doctor’s strange and unbelievable story. Definition: __________________________________________ 
22. The town awoke to the details of the angry son’s tragic matricide. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
23. The massive granite megalith towered over the ancient ruins. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
24. The populist candidate, a favorite of the voters, won the lunar colony primary. Definition: _______________________________________ 
25. The massed armies joined in sanguinary combat. Definition: ________________________________________________ 

 

Learning Target: I can use roots as clues to the meaning of a word 

& can use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentece, 

paragraph, or text; a word's position or function in a sentence) as 

a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.  



Roots List # 5 

 

 
ROOT DEFINITION EXAMPLES 

vita life vitamin, vitality, vital, revitalize, viable 

demo people democracy, demography, undemocratic 

stereo solid stereoscope, stereophonic, stereotype, stereopticon 

ism doctrine Marxism, capitalism, Imagism, Cubism, pluralism 

cogn know recognize, cognizant, incognito, precognition 

sur over surplus, surpass, surcharge, surface, surmount 

alter other alternator, alteration, alter ego, alternative, altercation 

astr star astronomy, astrology, asteroid, asterisk, disaster, astrophysics 

dyna power dynamic, dynamo, dynamite, dynasty 

chron time chronometer, chronological, synchronize, chronic, anachronism 

hyper over hyperactive, hyperventilate, hyperbole 

luna moon lunar, lunatic, luna moth sublunar 

octa eight octogenarian, octagon, octave, octopus, octahedron 

gyro turn gyrate, gyration, gyroscope, spirogyra 

contra against contradict, contrary, contrast, contraband 

geo earth geography, geothermal, geology, geophysics, geometry 

helio sun Helios, heliotropes, heliocentric, heliograph 

thermo heat thermostat, thermos, thermonuclear, thermometer 

tetra four tetrameter, tetrahedron, tetracycline, tetragon,  

meter measure thermometer, millimeter, odometer, hydrometer,  

scope look telescope, microscope, periscope, radarscope, horoscope, electroscope 

son sound sonar, unison, sonorous, sonnet, dissonance, resonant, supersonic 

dec ten decade, decimal, decagon, decathlon, decimate 

stell star stellar, interstellar, constellation, stelliform 

amat love amorous, amiable, amigo, amateur, amity 
 
Using the context clues from the sentence and your understanding of the root, define the underlined words in the following sentences.  

 
1. In the spring of 2215, the rebuilt New York was a revitalized city. Definition: _________________________________________ 
2. The theory of democracy was proven effective by the United States.  Definition: ____________________________________________ 
3. If there is a stereophonic sound, can there be stereo smell? Definition: ________________________________________________ 
4. Is capitalism the opposite of Marxism? Definition: ____________________________________________________________________ 
5. The Mgnum Leader was traveling incognito to avoid recognition. Definition: _____________________________________________ 
6. The overwhelming economic disasters could not be surmounted. Definition: _________________________________________________ 
7. Our previously unchanged plans have suffered an alteration. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
8. If the asteroid struck the earth, it would be a disaster. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
9. Her dynamic personality made her an obvious choice for the powerful role. Definition: ______________________________________________ 
10. Please synchronize your chronometers.  Definition: ________________________________________________ 
11. The hyperactive child began to hyperventilate. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
12. Are lunatics really subject to lunar influences on their sanity? Definition: ________________________________________________ 
13. The octarchy decided to invade Macedonia. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
14. The dancers’ spinning gyrations continued into the night. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
15. Their contradictory remarks offered a sharp contrast of views. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
16. Which earth study do you prefer: geology, geography, or geophysics? Definition: ___________________________________________ 
17. Galileo thought that the solar system was heliocentric, not earth-centered. Definition: _________________________________________ 
18. The thermotropic plants were killed by the cold front. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
19. Is a square a tetragon or a tetrahedron? Definition: ________________________________________________ 
20. The hydrometer measured the flow of the trout stream. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
21. Alien warships appeared on the radarscope. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
22. The senator’s sonorous voice was her best political weapon. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
23. The Olympic decathlon winner was famous for a decade. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
24. The interstellar spaceship launching was a stellar occasion. Definition: ________________________________________________ 
25.The amateur astronomer was an amiable fellow who loved his hobby. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Learning Target: I can use roots as clues to the meaning of a 

word & can use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, 

paragraph, or text; a word's position or function in a sentence) as 

a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.  



 
Roots List # 6 

 

 
ROOT DEFINITION EXAMPLES 

germ vital or related germane, germinate, germicide, germinal, germ 

greg group gregarious, egregious, segregate, congregate 

mar sea marine, marina, maritime, mariner, submarine  

prim first prime, primary, primate, primeval, prima donna 

pyro fire pyre, pyromania, pyrotechnic, pyrophobia 

clam cry out clamor, exclamation, exclamatory, clamant, claim 

plu more plural, plurality, plus, pluralize, nonplussed 

tang touch tangible, tangent, tangle, cotangent, intangible 

string bind stringent, string, stringy, astringent, stringer 

liber free liberate, liberty, liberal, libertine, deliberate 

junct join junction, conjunction, juncture, injunction 

clud close exclude, include, preclude, exclusive, conclude 

se apart secede, secret, separate, seduce, segregate, select 

trib pay tribute, tributary, retribution, contribution 

dign worthy dignify, dignity, dignitary, undignified, indignant 

luc light lucid, translucent, lucidity, Lucifer, elucidate 

rupt break erupt, disrupt, rupture, corrupt, abrupt 

grat pleasing gratify, gratitude, ingratiate, ingrate, grateful 

medi middle median, mediate, medium, mediocre, Mediterranean 

soph wisdom sophomore, sophisticated, philosophy, theosophy 

curr run current, undercurrent, currently, recurrent 

tempor time temporal, contemporary, temporarily, temporize 

migr wander migrate, transmigration, migrant, emigrant, immigrant, migratory 

trans across transfer, translate, transmit, transfusion 

gamy marriage monogamy, polygamy, bigamy 
 

 
Using the context clues from the sentence and your understanding of the root, define the underlined words in the following sentences. 
 
1. His irrelevant comments were not germane to the discussion. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
2. The friendly alien proved to be well-mannered and gregarious. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
3. The mariner steered through beautiful ultramarine waters. Definition: ____________________________________________  
4. The anthropologist was primarily interested in primates, especially gorillas. Definition: _________________________________________ 
5. The pyromaniac loved starting fires with pyrogenic materials. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
6. The loudmouth’s clamorous exclamations could be heard for blocks. Definition: ____________________________________________  
7. The candidate received a plurality but not a majority of votes. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
8. The job has many tangible benefits, such as salary and a free car. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
9. The regulations were too stringent for the footloose, creative artist. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
10. Did the Emancipation Proclamation liberate the slaves? Definition: ____________________________________________ 
11. There was a jungle near the junction of the Brazilian highways. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
12. Would you rather be excluded from or included in our new group? Definition: ____________________________________________ 
13. There was a secret decision to secede from the Union and to live apart. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
14. The Amazon has many tributaries which pay their waters into the river. Definition: ____________________________________________  
15. Don’t dignify his unworthy question with an answer. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
16. Your lucid remarks greatly clarified the confusing issue. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
17. The volcanic eruption of Vesuvius disrupted our celebration. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
18. The grateful man was certainly no ingrate; he thanked us profusely. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
19. It was a mediocre speech, neither excellent nor poor. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
20. The sophomore’s immature philosophy was unsophisticated and sophomoric. Definition: ____________________________________ 
21. His wandering remarks on current affairs were too discursive to endure. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
22. Is human life temporal or eternal? Definition: ____________________________________________ 
23. Do migratory species think about their distant destinations? Definition: ____________________________________________ 
24. The translucent material allowed us to see the events on the other side. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
25. Is the crime of bigamy a variation of monogamy or a form of polygamy? 

 

Learning Target: I can use roots as clues to the meaning of a 

word & can use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, 

paragraph, or text; a word's position or function in a sentence) as 

a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.  



 
 
Roots List # 7 

 
Root Definition Examples 

numer number enumerate, numeral, numerous, numerology 

fort strong fortitude, fort, fortify, comfort, forte 

osteo bone osteopath, osteology, osteotomy 

ornith bird ornithology, otnithologist, ornithosis 

polis city metropolis, megalopolis, police, poite, policy, necropolis 

fus pour transfusion, infusion, refuse, fusillade, fusion, infuse, confusion 

ego I egomaniac, egocentric, egotist, alter ego, egoism 

spir breathe inspire, respiration, perspiration, expire, spirit, aspire, conspire 

dia across diagonal, diameter, dialogue, dialect, diatribe 

acr sharp acrimonious, acerbity, acrid, acrimony 

acro high acrobat, acropolis, acrophobia, acronym 

culp blame culprit, culpable, exculpate, inculpate 

derm skin dermatologist, dermatitis, pachyderm, hypodermic, ectoderm, endoderm 

zo animal zoo, protozoa, zooplankton, Mesozoic, zodiac 

per through perception, perforation, percolate, perambulate, peregrination 

pac peace pacify, pacific, pacifist, pacifier, pacifism 

brev short brevity, abbreviation, breve, brief 

necro death necropolis, necromancer, necrophobia 

urb city urban, urbane, suburbs, urbanite, urbanism 

pugn fight pugnacious, repugnant, pugilist, impugn 

ecto outer ectoderm, ectozoa, ectomorph, ectothermic, ectoplasm, ectoparasite 

plasto molded plastic, dermoplasty, rhinoplasty, plaster 

agog leader demagogue, pedagogue, synagogue, pedagogy 

cle small molecule, corpuscle, follicle, minuscule, particle 

il not illegal, illiterate, illicit, illogical, illegible 

 
Using the context clues from the sentence and your understanding of the root, define the underlined words in the following sentences 
 
1. Please enumerate your reasons. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
2. Her character is one of great personal fortitude. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
3. The osteologist was called in for consultation on his bone condition. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
4. Ornithology as a science is for the bird lovers of the world. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
5. Metropolitan policy called for the police to be polite. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
6. The stubborn old man refused to have the blood transfusion. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
7. Vic is not just egocentric” but he is an egomaniac. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
8. The ancient poet was inspired by the Muse of poetry. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
9. Ralph expected a pleasant dialogue but received a scathing diatribe. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
10. The acrimonious dispute was disturbing to everyone. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
11. Unfortunately, the culprit was exculpated and escaped punishment. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
12. A pachyderm rarely suffers from dermatitis on its trunk. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
13.           Does the zoo have a protozoan exhibit with microscopes to look through? Definition: _________________________________________ 
14. The perforations let water percolate through the membrane. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
15. The angry pacifists were not pacified by the president’s militaristic speech. Definition: ________________________________________ 
16. A long discursive speech lacks brevity. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
17. If you have necrophobia, avoid the necropolis. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
18. The wealty urbanite in Chicago had urbane manners. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
19. His pugnacious attitude was repugnant to his peace-loving friends. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
20. Ectothermic species enjoy the summer warmth. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
21. A plastic surgery question: “Is rhinoplasty a form of dermoplasty?” Definition: ____________________________________________ 
22. Is a corrupt politician a demagogue or a pedagogue? Definition: ____________________________________________ 
23. Is a blood corpuscle larger than a molecule? Definition: ____________________________________________ 
24. Your corrupt suggestion is both illegal and illogical. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
25. The unfortunate acrobat suffered from acrophobia. Definition: ____________________________________________ 

 

 

Learning Target: I can use roots as clues to the meaning of a 

word & can use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, 

paragraph, or text; a word's position or function in a sentence) as 

a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.  



 

 

Roots List # 8 

 

 
Root Definition Examples 

sed sit sedentary, sediment, sedan, sedative, sedate, supersede, assiduous, insidious 

leg read legible, legend, illegible, legendary, legibility, alleged 

anim mind equanimity, animal, animated, magnanimous 

tort twist contorted, torture, retort, distort, tortilla 

nym name homonym, acronym, pseudonym, anonymous 

sanct holy sanctity, sanctimonious, sanctuary, unsanctioned, sanctify 

meta change metamorphosis, metaphor, metaphysics, metabolism 

petr rock petrify, petroleum, petroglyph, petrochemical 

mir wonder miracle, mirage, mirror, admire 

man hand manual, manicure, manipulate, manacles 

rect right correct, rectify, direct, rectangle, erect 

volv roll revolve, involved, convoluted, revolution 

demi half demigod, demitasse, demimonde, demirep 

retro backward retroactive, retrogress, retrospection, retrofit 

sens feel sense, sensitive, sensation, sensory, extrasensory, insensate 

fy make fortify, rectify, horrify, solidify, transmogrify, sanctify, pacify 

ocul eye binocular, monocular, ocular, oculist, oculomotor nerve, oculometer 

cur care for cure, curator, curative, cure-all, sinecure, secure, curate 

ultra beyond ultramarine, ultraconservative, ultraviolet 

oid appearance android, asteroid, adenoid 

gest carry gestation, digest, ingest, congestion, gesture 

apt fit adapt, aptitude, maladapted, adaptation 

tact touch tactile, contact, tactful, intact 

voc voice vocal, sotto voce, invocation, vocabulary 

rid laugh ridicule, deride, ridiculous, derision 

 
Using the context clues from the sentence and your understanding of the root, define the underlined words in the following sentences 
 
1.  His sedentary job left him weak and out of shape.  Definition: ____________________________________________ 
2. The college student’s handwriting was illegible. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
3. The bitter animosity made him lose his equanimity. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
4. The tortuous highway was torture to drive. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
5. NATO, RADAR, SCUBA, and OPEC are acronyms made of initials. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
6. For many Americans, the principles of democracy are sacrosanct. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
7. The werewolf is famous for his metamorphosis from man-shaped to wolf-shaped. Definition: ___________________________________ 
8. Is the Petrified Forest a desert? Definition: ____________________________________________ 
9. After the surgery, it was a miracle to look in the mirror. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
10. After the manual labor, she needed a manicure to restore her hands. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
11. Follow the directions, if you want the correct answers. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
12. The wheels of the Volvo slowly revolved. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
13. The beautiful near-human demigod drank from a dainty demitasse cup. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
14. The class reunion left me in a sentimental, retrospective mood. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
15. The explorer could sense the presence of the beast. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
16. It is time to solidify the gains we have made before they evaporate. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
17. Primates are known for binocular vision which helps them judge distances. Definition: _________________________________________ 
18. The curator of the Pacific Museum cared for the Polynesian artwork. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
19. Which color do you prefer, ultramarine or ultraviolet? Definition: ____________________________________________ 
20. If an asteroid resembles a star, what does an android resemble? Definition: ____________________________________________ 
21. Congestion is an unpleasant symptom of a cold. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
22. It can be difficult to adapt to a new environment. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
23. The electrodes sparked at the point of contact. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
24. The noisy crowd made vociferous objections to the announcement. Definition: ____________________________________________ 
25. When she was derided by her friends, she responded with ridicule. Definition: ____________________________________________ 

 

Learning Target: I can use roots as clues to the meaning of a 

word & can use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, 

paragraph, or text; a word's position or function in a sentence) as 

a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.  


